
This document represents the official meeting record of the May 9, 2018 Prosper Portland 
Board of Commissioners (Board) meeting held at 222 NW Fifth Ave., Portland, OR  97209.  
The full video recording of this meeting can be found at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_d1gCIXaOU   

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Chair Gustavo Cruz called the meeting to order at approximately 3:50 p.m.  Anne Crispino-
Taylor, substitute Prosper Portland Board recording secretary, called the Prosper Portland 
Board roll: 
 
Chair Gustavo Cruz PRESENT 
Commissioner Francesca Gambetti PRESENT 
Commissioner Alisha Moreland-Capuia PRESENT 
Commissioner William Myers PRESENT   
Commissioner Peter Platt PRESENT 
 
2. Commissioner Reports 
 
Commissioner Platt 

Attended the Hacienda Community Development Corporation Board meeting on May 4 
 
Commissioner Gambetti 

Attended the opening of Natural Grocers on April 17 
Participated in the developer interviews for the ODOT blocks on April 25 
Attended the fund raiser event for the Open School on May 2 
 

Commissioner Myers 
Attended the State of the City: Address on April 12 
Attended the State of the City: Conversation on April 13 
Attended the opening of Natural Grocers on April 17 

Commissioner Moreland-Capuia 
Attended the opening of Natural Grocers on April 17 

Chair Cruz 
Attended the State of the City: Conversation on April 13 
Attended the NW District Association Board Meeting on April 16 
Attended the Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce Board meeting on April 17 
Attended the Natural Grocers Ribbon Cutting ceremony on April 18 
Attended the Portland Business Alliance Annual meeting on May 1 
  

3. Executive Director Report 
Prosper Portland was a sponsor of the Opportunity Youth Job Fair on April 13 
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Spoke at the two Natural Grocers events on April 17 and 18 
Attended the TechTown Roundtable on April 20 
Welcomed new leaders to the Portland region at a New Market Leaders reception hosted by Greater 
Portland Inc. on April 26 
Attended the Portland Business Alliance Annual meeting on May 1  
Met with Congresswoman Suzanne Bonamici on May 2 
Prosper Portland was a proud sponsor of the 34th annual Cinco de Mayo Fiesta presented by the 
Portland Guadalajara Sister City Association  
Earlier today, presented the Proposed Budget to City Council  
Prosper Portland staff participated in three days of Racial Equity Training during the month of April 
 

4. Meeting Minutes 
 
Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve the April 11, 2018, Prosper Portland Board meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Platt moved and Commissioner Myers seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Gambetti, Myers, Moreland-Capuia, Platt 
NAYS:  None 

 
5. Public Comment for Items Not on Agenda 
 
Chair Cruz called forward guests to testify. 
 
Mara Zepeda, Board Chair, Business for a Better Portland provided a copy of a Call to Action letter 
submitted to Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler and the Portland City Council by 125 Portland businesses on 
April 30, 2018 in support of Prosper Portland’s proposed budget. (See attachment 1.) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
6. Action Item:  Resolution 7271 - Authorizing Signatories for the U.S. Economic Development 

Administration Loan Program 
 

Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve Resolution 7271; Commissioner Moreland-Capuia moved and 
Commissioner Gambetti seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Gambetti, Myers, Moreland-Capuia, Platt 
NAYS:  None 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
7. Information Item: Update on the Evaluation and Selection of Beam Development for 

Redevelopment of the ODOT Blocks in the Central Eastside Urban Renewal Area  
 
Prosper Portland staff presenting this item: 
Lisa Abuaf, Development Manager 
Alison Wicks, Project Coordinator ll 
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Ms. Abuaf introduced the item and provided a historical overview of the acquisition of the ODOT Blocks 
property.  Ms. Abuaf detailed how, when developed, the property will be an economic development 
engine and job center for the Central Eastside.  Ms. Abuaf also noted the project’s alignment with 
Prosper Portland’s 2015-2020 Strategic Plan, including affordable industrial space and job creation.  
 
Ms. Wicks provided information around the main goals for acquiring the property, the project timeline 
and shared about the collaborative stakeholder process which resulted in the selection of Beam 
Development as the preferred development partner.  Ms. Wicks noted that some of the project’s goals 
have come at odds with one another and asked the commissioners to state their priorities. 
 
Chair Cruz called forward guests to testify. 
 
Jonathan Malsin, Beam Development, shared that his firm is very passionate about working with small 
businesses and building relationships with entrepreneurs and helping them grow.  Mr. Maslin noted that 
partnering with Colas Construction helps drive their equity outcomes. 
 
Andrew Colas, Colas Construction, spoke in support of working with Beam Development on the project. 
 
Jessy Ledesma, Beam Development, spoke in reference to the challenges of maximizing density and 
providing and affordable industrial space. 
 
8. Information Item:  Update on the Prosperity Investment Program   

 
Prosper Portland staff presenting this item: 
Tory Campbell, Entrepreneurship & Community Economic Development Manager 
Sue Lewis, Project Coordinator ll 
 
Mr. Campbell introduced the item and provided an overview of the Prosperity Investment Program (PIP) 
and its accomplishments.  Mr. Campbell referred to the action plans that guide businesses and 
emphasized the positive impact of the relationship managers who work closely with each business. 
 
Ms. Lewis provided data around program investment and leverage as well as the equity impact of the 
program. 
 
Chair Cruz called forward guests to testify. 
 
HongAnh Nguyen, owner of the Cha Lua Deli and accompanied by her mother, told her story of coming 
to the United States, obtaining an education and opening a family business utilizing the PIP Grant. 
 
9. Adjourn:   

 
There being no further business, Chair Cruz adjourned the Prosper Portland Board meeting at 
approximately 4:57 p.m. 

June 13, 2018
















