
This document represents the official meeting record of the February 14, 2018 Prosper 
Portland Board of Commissioners (Board) meeting held at 222 NW Fifth Ave., Portland, OR  
97209.  The full video recording of this meeting can be found at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IeG_nSCT9aw  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Chair Gustavo Cruz called the meeting to order at approximately 3:05 p.m.  Pam Micek, 
Prosper Portland Board recording secretary, called the Prosper Portland Board roll: 
 
Chair Gustavo Cruz PRESENT 
Commissioner Francesca Gambetti PRESENT 
Commissioner Alisha Moreland-Capuia PRESENT 
Commissioner William Myers PRESENT   
Commissioner Peter Platt PRESENT 
 
2. Commissioner Reports 
 
Commissioner Moreland-Capuia

Attended Planned Parenthood Luncheon and Project meeting on January 1 
 
Commissioner Platt 

Attended The Skanner Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast on January 15 
 
Chair Cruz 

Attended The Skanner Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast on January 15 
Attended the NW District Association  Board Meeting on January 15 
Attended the Hispanic Metropolitan Chamber Board Meeting on January 23 
Attended the Prosper Portland Financial Sustainability Plan work session with City 
Council on January 30 
Attended Mayor’s Council of Economic Advisors on February 9 
  

3. Executive Director Report 
Attended the Portlandia Season 8 premiere event on January 16 
Attended the North/Northeast Community Development Initiative Oversight Committee 
meeting on January 18 
Along with Prosper Portland Board members, presented 90% draft of the Financial 
Sustainability Plan at a City Council Work Session on January 30 
Prosper Portland, the Mayor’s Office, and Legacy Health held the Hill Block Project 
Working Group Orientation on January 31 
Prosper Portland sponsored Ascent Funding’s “Breaking Barriers to Capital” event on 
February 2 
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Attended the “Do Good for Rosewood” event on February 9 
Noted the Broadway Corridor Request for Qualifications closed on February 9 
Attended the Kairos “Spread the Love” event on February 13 
Along with representatives from the Portland Housing Bureau and the Mayor’s Office, will attend 
the RiverPlace Parcel 3 groundbreaking event on February 16     
Provided an update on  the Lents Commons project 
Noted the Request for Proposals on the ODOT Blocks will close on February 28 at 5 p.m.  
Noted Prosper Portland is a sponsor at a new exhibit at the Oregon Historical Society, presented by 
Oregon Black Pioneers and running through June 24 
 

4. Meeting Minutes 
 
Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve the November 8, 2017 and January 10, 2018, Prosper Portland 
Board meeting minutes.  Commissioner Myers moved and Commissioner Platt seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Gambetti, Moreland-Capuia, Myers, Platt 
NAYS:  None 

 
5. Public Comment for Items Not on Agenda 
 
No public testimony was presented. 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 
6. Action Item: Resolution 7261 – Authorizing a Reinstated Lease and an Option to Purchase 

Agreement to VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project for the Prosper Portland-Owned 
Property Located at 240 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard within the Central Eastside 
Urban Renewal Area   
 

Prosper Portland staff presenting this item: 
Mayra Arreola, Director of Social Equity, Policy & Communications 
Damian Crowder, Project Manager l 
Romeo Sosa, Executive Director, VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project 
Francisco Aguirre, Day Laborer, VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project 
Peter Park, Board Member, VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project 
 
With this action, the Board authorized the Executive Director to execute a Lease Agreement and an 
Option to Purchase Agreement between Prosper Portland and VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project 
(VOZ) for Prosper Portland-owned real property located within the Central Eastside Urban Renewal Area 
at 240 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard. 
 
Ms. Arreola noted that today’s vote is the culmination of a year-long process working closely with VOZ.  
Mr. Crowder reviewed the history of VOZ at the current site since 2008 and noted their positive 
contributions to the neighborhood and for workers.  Mr. Crowder also reviewed the support provided 
VOZ by Prosper Portland.  Ms. Arreola highlighted the equitable impact of collaborating with VOZ. 
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Mr. Sosa shared his hopes and plans for VOZ’s future and submitted two handouts (See Attachment 1). 
 
Mr. Aguirre encouraged the Board to vote yes so VOZ can continue its work and provide skills training. 
 
Mr. Park read a short statement referring to VOZ’s “dream”. 
 
Chair Cruz called forward guests to testify. 
 
Justin Norton-Kertson, Portland Jobs with Justice, testified to voice support for the permanent day labor 
center. 
 
Alysa Pagan, Don’t Shoot Portland, encouraged the Board to vote yes in support of immigrant 
communities. 
 
Marco Mejia, Community Member and former VOZ board member, noted that VOZ is a unique 
organization that promotes community building.  He also noted that in addition to supporting 
immigrants, the center serves veterans as well. 

Reverend Mark Knutson, Augustana Lutheran Church, testified in support of the action. 
 
Chelsea Watson, Oregon AFL-CIO, emphasized the benefits of a permanent structure. 
 
Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve Resolution 7261; Commissioner Myers moved and 
Commissioner Moreland-Capuia seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Gambetti, Moreland-Capuia, Myers, Platt 
NAYS:  None 
 
7. Action Item: Resolution 7262 - Requesting that Portland City Council Designate Prosper 

Portland as the Entity authorized to Administer the Industrial Sites Readiness Program on 
Behalf of the City of Portland   

 
Prosper Portland staff presenting this item: 
Bobby Lee, Director of Economic Development 
Alison Wicks, Project Coordinator ll 
 
With this action, the Board requested that Portland City Council (City Council) designate Prosper 
Portland as the entity authorized to administer the Industrial Sites Readiness (ISR) Program on behalf of 
the City of Portland. The ISR Program, in support of Regionally Significant Industrial Sites program, was 
approved by the Oregon State Legislature in 2013, and provides reimbursements based on income tax 
revenues for private-public partnerships to cover the cost of development of industrial sites that would 
likely not occur without targeted public assistance.  Should City Council authorize Prosper Portland as 
the ISR Program administrator, the agency will have access to a tool that will both incentivize quality 
industrial job growth and create a potential long-term, flexible revenue stream for Prosper Portland to 
invest in community economic development priorities.  
 
Ms. Wicks provided an overview of the ISR program and shared how it aligns with Prosper Portland’s 
Strategic Plan and delivers on its Financial Sustainability Plan.   
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Commissioner Moreland-Capuia inquired as to whether additional staff will need to be hired.  Executive 
Director Branam shared she believes we have the capacity with current staff.   
 
Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve Resolution 7262; Commissioner Moreland-Capuia moved and 
Commissioner Gambetti seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Gambetti, Moreland-Capuia, Myers, Platt 
NAYS:  None 
 
8. Information Item:  Update on the Green Cities Cluster   
 
Prosper Portland staff presenting this item: 
Troels Adrian, business & Industry Manager 
Pam Neal, Project Manager l 
 
Mr. Adrian provided a high-level summary of Prosper Portland’s traded sector cluster industry work.  
Ms. Neal provided an overview of the Green Cities industry cluster, including current initiatives, 
challenges, success stories, and next steps. 
 
Moving forward, Ms. Neal noted that Prosper Portland will continue to focus business development, 
retention, and expansion efforts on the four industry clusters: Technology and Media, Athletic and 
Outdoor, Metals and Machinery, and Green Cities.  These four industries provide the best opportunity 
for the agency to partner with the business community, harness economic growth, and increase middle-
wage job opportunities for Portlanders. 
 
Chair Cruz called forward guests to testify. 
 
Johanna Brickman, Oregon BEST, testified about the clean cities cluster and Prosper Portland’s 
partnership with Oregon BEST. 
 
Alan Bates, ReachNow, described the work Prosper Portland has done for ReachNow and testified in 
support of the work of Prosper Portland. 
 
Hector Dominguez, Smart Vineyards, LLC provided his experiences with the Green Cities industry cluster. 
 
At approximately 4:49 p.m. Chair Cruz adjourned the Prosper Portland Meeting and convened the Local 
Contract Review Board 
 
9. Action Item:  Resolution 7263 – Adopting Findings in Support of a Contract-Specific Special 

procurement to Award the Convention Center Hotel Garage Office Expansion Design Contract 
to Mortenson Construction, Inc.   

 
Prosper Portland staff presenting this item: 
Eric Jacobson, Project Manager l 

With this action the Board serving in its capacity as Prosper Portland’s Local Contract Review Board 
adopted a resolution in support of an exemption from the general rule of low-bid solicitation for a 
Convention Center Hotel Garage Office Expansion (Office Expansion) Design Contract.  The resolution 
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will exempt an Office Expansion Design Contract for approximately $477,593 with Mortenson 
Construction, Inc. from a competitive solicitation process in accordance with Oregon Revised Statutes 
279B.085.   

Mr. Jacobson alluded to a letter received in support of the action from the attorney’s office of Ahlers, 
Cressman & Sleight (See Attachment 2). 

Commissioner Gambetti requested that Mr. Jacobson research the potential impact on available parking 
spaces for the Hyatt. 

Chair Cruz called forward guests to testify. 
 
Mike Clifford, Mortenson, answered questions regarding potential provisions of parking for the Hyatt 
during construction. 
 
Karen Karlsson, KLK Consulting, LLC provided a handout (See Attachment 3) and testified in support of 
the action. 
 
Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve Resolution 7263; Commissioner Myers moved and 
Commissioner Platt seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Gambetti, Moreland-Capuia, Myers, Platt 

NAYS:  None 

At approximately 5:20 p.m. Chair Cruz adjourned Local Contract Review Board and reconvened the 
Prosper Portland Meeting, 
 
10. Adjourn:   

 
There being no further business, Chair Cruz adjourned the Prosper Portland Board meeting at 
approximately 5:20 p.m. 

March 14, 2018












