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January 23, 2015 

 

To: Mayor Hales 

Portland City Council Members 

Portland Development Commission Board Members 

 

We are pleased to submit this letter on behalf of the Central City Budget Advisory Committee. Our 

Committee has met on three occasions since December 2014 to review the Portland Development 

Commission’s (PDC) fiscal year 2015/16 Central City work plan and draft budgets for six urban renewal areas 

(URAs) and the General Fund. Below you will find a summary of our recommendations to the PDC Board and 

City Council as you consider the proposed 2015/16 budget. We welcome and appreciate the opportunity to 

provide comment and look forward to further discussion as the budget process moves forward.  

 

As part of our review, the Committee considered priorities across the Central City; opportunities unique to 

specific neighborhoods and individual Central City URAs; and the importance of General Fund traded sector 

to business development activities in the Central City as the region’s employment center. Keeping in mind 

the opportunity to align PDC investments and activities with longer range City plans for the next 30 years of 

neighborhood and business growth within the Central City, the following are broad recommendations from 

the Committee regarding PDC activities. We acknowledge that, at times, there may be tension between 

these recommendations and that prioritization shall occur on a case-by-case basis. 

 

• Support planned infrastructure investments through entering into development agreements with 

Portland State University and Zidell Realty, recognizing that these infrastructure investments are 

needed to move forward tax increment generation that supports economic development, housing, 

and other goals for the North Macadam URA. 

 

• Proactively explore opportunities for shared parking and allocate specific resources within budgets, 

particularly in the Central Eastside (CES) and River District (RD) and/or Downtown Waterfront 

(DTWF) URAs for Old Town/Chinatown (OTCT): 

o In the CES, ensure parking serves local Central Eastside Industrial District businesses and job 

growth 

o In OTCT, ensure parking serves local business growth and new residential development. 

Consider sites both south and north of Burnside as the district grows in both areas. 

o Shared parking could be a unique means of generating long-term revenue for PDC to invest 

in redevelopment and economic development priorities. 

 

• Reserve ongoing opportunity funds in PDC loan and grant programs to both:  

o Leverage and support business development work funded through PDC’s General Fund 

allocation, including growing and recruiting traded sector industries and quality job 

creation; building projects and expertise for businesses to export; and attracting foreign 

direct investment into the Portland market. 

o Support community revitalization goals, including helping address seismic-related market 

challenges and the development of mixed-use projects in key Central City neighborhoods, 

particularly Old Town/Chinatown. 

 

• Pursue economic development investments – such as ODOT Blocks, Zidell, U.S. Postal Service, CES 

southern triangle sites – which leverage significant recent public infrastructure investments, 

including Portland Milwaukie Light Rail, 99E viaduct reconstruction, and the Portland Streetcar. 
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• Assess ongoing budget reservations for legacy projects and the degree to which those budget holds 

comes at a cost to other important projects within key areas.  Therefore: 

o Oregon Convention Center – we suggest a single Project Development line item to support 

Veterans Memorial Coliseum (VMC), Lloyd EcoDistrict initiatives, and/or other more timely 

catalytic development. Specifically, the Committee recommends these resources be 

invested in projects that: 

� Leverage the City’s current focus on VMC and the Rose Quarter. 

� Sustain attention and investment in the Rose Quarter and Convention Center area – 

especially district gateways at NE Broadway, Steel Bridge, and along NE MLK and 

Grand. 

� Ensure furthering Lloyd EcoDistrict efficiency goals. 

o River District 

� The Committee tentatively supports allocating uncommitted resources from the 

10
th

 & Yamhill line item to Centennial Mills with the caveat and the opportunity to 

reassess based on additional information about Centennial Mills’ costs as they are 

known. The Committee feels that there are more catalytic opportunities in River 

District (USPS, Union Station, sites within OTCT) that are worthy of resources should 

they not be needed for Centennial Mills. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Central City Budget Advisory Committee 

 

Name Affiliation 

Angela Jackson Managing Director, Portland Seed Fund 

Brian Newman Associate Vice President, Campus Planning & Development, OHSU 

Brent Hieggelke Chief Marketing Officer, Urban Airship 

Damien Hall Attorney, Ball Janik 

Chris Oxley Portland Trailblazers, Lloyd Enhanced Services District (ESD) 

Dan Zalkow Executive Director for Planning, Construction, and Real Estate, Portland State Univ. 

Greg Goodman Co-President, Downtown Development Group 

Jonathan Malsin Real Estate Principal, Beam Development 

Len Michon Vice President, South Portland Neighborhood Association 

Marion Haynes Vice President, Portland Business Alliance 

Matt Anderson Beneficial State Bank 

Nolan Lienhart Director of Planning & Urban Design, ZGF Architects 

Peter Finley Fry Central Eastside Industrial Council 

Rick Saito Insite Development 

Sarah Stevenson Executive Director, Innovative Housing 

 


