
PORTLAND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

Portland, Oregon 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 6935 

 

ACCEPTING THE PROPOSED EDUCATION URBAN RENEWAL PLAN AND 
DIRECTING THAT THE PLAN BE FORWARDED TO THE PORTLAND CITY 
COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL 

WHEREAS, in the 2011 State of the City Address, Mayor Adams announced the City’s intention 
to partner with Portland State University (“PSU”) and propose a new urban renewal area focused on 
expanding PSU as a leading engine of economic growth and prosperity; 

WHEREAS, across the United States, from New York to Utah to Tennessee, urban universities 
are sought after as opportunities for investment in an economic future; 

WHEREAS, Portland and the region are fortunate to have PSU, Oregon’s largest university with a 
regional impact of more than $1.4 billion, centrally located in the southern part of the city; 

WHEREAS, PSU is projecting a growth in enrollment from 30,000 in 2011 to more than 50,000 by 
2035 and a projected growth in academic space of 4.2 million square feet; 

WHEREAS, PSU has established a foundation in centers of excellence which have already 
generated more than $65 million in sponsored research and are forecast to exceed $100 million by 
2017; 

WHEREAS, the proposed Education Urban Renewal Plan substantially in the form attached 
hereto as Exhibit A (the “Plan”) would advance objectives of the 2009 City of Portland Economic 
Development Strategy and the Portland Development Commission (the “Commission”) Revised 2010-
2014 Strategic Plan which both place an emphasis on making investments that create jobs, maximize 
competitiveness, and drive urban innovation;  

WHEREAS, the Plan also provides opportunities to partner with Multnomah County and 
Portland Public Schools on strategic development sites within the proposed urban renewal area (the 
“Area”); 

WHEREAS, the partnership with PSU will allow tax increment resources to uniquely leverage 
public and private investment and bring widespread benefit to the region; 

WHEREAS, the proposed Plan contains approximately 144 acres, will have a maximum 
indebtedness of $169,000,000 and a Plan End Date of June 30, 2041; 
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Exhibit 1 

 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS URBAN RENEWAL AREA 

 

PORTLAND, OREGON  

 

Commencing in the S.E. 1/4 of Section 33, Township 1 North, Range 1 East, Willamette 

Meridian, City of Portland, County of Multnomah, State of Oregon, along the easterly right-of-

way Line of S.W. 13
th

 Avenue at its intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Morrison Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD for the POINT OF BEGINNING of the South Park 

Blocks Urban Renewal Area Boundary Line; 

 

1. Thence northeasterly 260 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

13
th

 Avenue to its intersection point with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Alder 

Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

2. Thence northwesterly 147 feet more or less along the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Alder Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of the Foothills-Stadium 

(I-405) Freeway, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

3. Thence northerly along the easterly right-of-way line of the Foothills-Stadium Freeway 

221 feet more or less to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Washington Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

4. Thence southeasterly 115 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Washington Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 13
th

 

Avenue, Assessors Map 1N1E 33DD; 

5. Thence northeasterly 60 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

13
th

 Avenue to its intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Washington 

Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

6. Thence northwesterly 200 feet more or less along the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Washington Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 14
th

 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

7. Thence northeasterly 150 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

14
th

 Avenue to its intersection with the south right-of-way line of W. Burnside Street, 

said point being common to the River District Urban Renewal Area Boundary Line, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

 

SAID SOUTH PARK BLOCKS URBAN RENEWAL BOUNDARY LINE IS COMMON TO 

THE RIVER DISTRICT URBAN RENEWAL AREA BOUNDARY LINE AS FOLLOWS: 
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8. Thence easterly 160 feet more or less along the south right-of-way line of W. Burnside 

Street to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Stark Street, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

9. Thence southeasterly 15 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Stark Street to the most westerly corner of that portion of S.W. Stark Street vacated in the 

City of Portland Ordinance No. 183305, accepted November 4, 2009, Assessor map 

1N1E 33DD; 

10. Thence easterly 27 feet more or less along the northerly line of that portion S.W. Stark 

Street vacated in the City of Portland Ordinance No. 183305, accepted November 4, 2009 

to the most northerly, northeast corner of said vacation, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

11. Thence easterly across S.W. Stark Street 114 feet more or less to the intersection of the 

northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Stark Street with the south right-of-way line of W. 

Burnside Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD;  

12. Thence easterly 296 feet more or less along the south right-of-way line of W. Burnside 

Street to its intersection with the northwest corner of Carson Building Condominiums 

recorded Jan. 24, 2007 as Book 1281 Page 88 Multnomah County records, Assessor Map 

1N1E 33DD; 

13. Thence southerly leaving the south right-of-way line of W. Burnside Street 71 feet more 

or less along the west line of said Book 1281 Page 88 to the southwest corner thereof, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

14. Thence easterly 12.02 feet more or less along the south line of said Book 1281 Page 88 to 

the northwest corner of a Special Warranty Deed recorded January 25, 2001 as fee 

number 2001-011584 Multnomah County records, Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

15. Thence southerly 52 feet more or less along the westerly line of said fee number 2001-

011584 to its intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Stark Street, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

16. Thence southeasterly 120 feet more or less along the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Stark Street to its intersection with the west right-of-way line of S.W. 11
th

 Avenue, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

17. Thence northerly 168 feet more or less along the west right-of-way line of S.W. 11
th

 

Avenue to its intersection with the south right-of-way line of W. Burnside Street, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

18. Thence easterly 118 feet more or less along the south right-of-way line of W. Burnside 

Street to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Oak Street, Assessor 

Map 1N1E 34CC; 

19. Thence southeasterly 150 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Oak Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 10
th

 Avenue, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

20. Thence southerly 208 feet more of less along the west right-of-way line of S.W. 10
th

 

Avenue to its intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Stark Street, 

Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

21. Thence southeasterly 276 feet more or less along the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Stark Street to its intersection with the west right-of-way line of S.W. 9
th

 Avenue , 

Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

22. Thence southwesterly 320 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

9
th

 Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Washington 

Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 
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23. Thence southeasterly 200 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Washington Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. Park 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

24. Thence southwesterly 410 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Park Avenue to its intersection with the northerly line of Lot 5 Block 212  City of 

Portland, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

25. Thence northwesterly 25 feet more or less along the westerly prolongation of the 

northerly line of Lot 5 Block 212 City of Portland to its intersection with the centerline of 

the right-of-way of S.W. Park Avenue, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

26. Thence southwesterly 80 feet more or less along the centerline of the right-of-way of 

S.W. Park Avenue to its intersection with the centerline of the right-of-way of S.W. 

Morrison Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

27. Thence northwesterly 375 feet more or less along the centerline of the right-of-way of 

S.W. Morrison Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 10
th

 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

28. Thence southwesterly 230 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

10
th

 Avenue to its intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Yamhill 

Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

29. Thence southeasterly 225 feet more or less along the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Yamhill Street to its intersection with the centerline of the right-of-way of S.W. 9
th

 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

30. Thence northeasterly 200 feet more or less along the centerline of the right-of-way of 

S.W. 9
th

 Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Morrison 

Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

31. Thence southeasterly 175 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Morrison Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. Park 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

32. Thence northeasterly 60 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Park Avenue to its intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Morrison 

Street, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

33. Thence southeasterly 200 feet more or less along the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Morrison Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. Broadway 

Avenue, said point being common to the Downtown Waterfront Urban Renewal Area 

Boundary Line, Assessor Map 1N1E 34CC; 

 

SAID SOUTH PARK BLOCKS URBAN RENEWAL BOUNDARY LINE IS COMMON TO 

THE DOWNTOWN-WATERFRONT URBAN RENEWAL AREA BOUNDARY LINE AS 

FOLLOWS: 

 

34. Thence leaving the said River District Urban Renewal Area Boundary line and following 

the Downtown-Waterfront Urban Renewal Area Boundary Line southwesterly 320 feet 

more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. Broadway Avenue to its 

intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Yamhill Street, Assessor Map 

1S1E 3BB; 

35. Thence southeasterly 280 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Yamhill Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 6
th

 Avenue, 

Assessor Map 1S1E 3BB; 
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36. Thence southwesterly 260 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

6
th

  Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Taylor Street, 

Assessor Map 1S1E 3BB; 

37. Thence southeasterly 280 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Taylor Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 5
th

 Avenue, 

Assessor Map 1S1E 3BB; 

38. Thence leaving said Downtown Waterfront Urban Renewal Area Boundary Line 

southwesterly 1040 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 5
th

 

Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Jefferson Street, 

Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC;  

39. Thence southeasterly 314 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Jefferson Street, a part of said southerly right-of-way being along the boundary of that 

portion granted as a revocable permit in the City of Portland Ordinance No. 129903 

accepted October 16, 1969 to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

4
th

   Avenue, Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC; 

40. Thence southwesterly 260 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

4
th

  Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Columbia 

Street, Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC; 

 

SAID SOUTH PARK BLOCKS URBAN RENEWAL BOUNDARY LINE IS COMMON TO 

THE EDUCATION URBAN RENEWAL AREA BOUNDARY LINE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

41. Thence northwesterly 200 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Columbia Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 5
th

 Avenue, 

Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC; 

42. Thence southwesterly 1040 feet more or less  along the easterly right-of-way line of SW 

5th Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Montgomery 

Street, Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC and Assessor Map 1S1E 3CB; 

43. Thence southeasterly 200 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Montgomery Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 4
th

 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1S1E 3CB; 

44. Thence southwesterly 135 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

4th Avenue to the southeast corner of that tract of land conveyed to the City of Portland 

by Statutory Bargain and Sale Deed recorded December 20, 2002 as fee number 2002-

234375 Multnomah County records, Assessor Map 1S1E 3CB; 

45. Thence northwesterly 240 feet, more or less along the southerly line of said fee number 

2002-234375 and its westerly prolongation to its intersection with the centerline of the 

right-of-way line of S.W. 5
th

 Avenue, Assessor Map 1S1E 3CB; 

46. Thence northeasterly 1175 feet more or less along the centerline of the right-of-way of 

S.W. 5th Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Columbia Street, Assessor Map 1S1E 3CB and Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC; 

47. Thence northwesterly 860 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Columbia Street to its intersection with the westerly right-of-way line of the north bound 

portion of S.W. Park Avenue, Assessor Map 1S1E 3BC and Assessor Map 1S1E 4AD; 

48. Thence northeasterly 1040 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of the 

north bound portion of S.W. Park Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-
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way line of S.W. Salmon Street, Assessor Map 1S1E 4AD, Assessor Map 1S 1E 4AA, 

and Assessor Map 1S 1E 3BB; 

49. Thence northwesterly 80 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Salmon Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of the south bound 

portion of S.W. Park Avenue, Assessor Map 1S 1E 3BB; 

50. Thence southwesterly 780 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of the 

south bound portion of S.W. Park Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-

way line of S.W. Jefferson Street, Assessor Map 1S1E 3BB and  Assessor Map 1S 1E 

4AA; 

51. Thence northwesterly 620 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Jefferson Street to its intersection with the westerly of the right-of-way line of S.W. 11
th

 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1S1E 4AD and Assessor Map 1S1E 4AA; 

52. Thence northeasterly 141 feet more or less along the westerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

11
th

 Avenue to the northeast corner of that tract of land conveyed to the City of Portland 

by Warranty Deed – Statutory Form recorded July 18, 2001 as fee number 2001-109903 

Multnomah County records, Assessor Map 1S1E 4AA; 

53. Thence northwesterly 200 feet, more or less along the northerly line of said fee number 

2001-109903 to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 12
th

 Avenue, 

Assessor Map 1S1E 4AA; 

54. Thence southwesterly 148 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

12
th

 Avenue to its intersection with the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. Jefferson 

Street, Assessor Map 1S1E 4AA; 

55. Thence northwesterly 280 feet more or less along the southerly right-of-way line of S.W. 

Jefferson Street to its intersection with the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 13
th

 

Avenue, Assessor Map 1S1E 4AA; 

56. Thence northeasterly 457 feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 

13
th

 Avenue to a corner in the Education Urban Renewal Area Boundary Line, Assessor 

Map 1S1E 4AA; 

57. Thence leaving said Education Urban Renewal Area Boundary Line northeasterly 1163 

feet more or less along the easterly right-of-way line of S.W. 13
th

 Avenue to its 

intersection with the northerly right-of-way line of S.W. Morrison Street being the 

POINT OF BEGINNING, Assessor Map 1S1E 4AA and Assessor Map 1N1E 33DD; 

 

The South Park Blocks Urban Renewal Area contains 98 acres more or less.  
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