
 
 

DATE: January 24, 2024 

TO: Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Kimberly Branam, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Report Number 24-01 

Authorizing Grant of an Access Easement to Multnomah County for Maintenance and 
Operations under the Broadway Bridge 

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

Adopt Resolution No. 7514 

This action by the Prosper Portland Board of Commissioners (Board) will authorize the grant of an 
Access Easement to Multnomah County for the maintenance and operations of the Broadway Bridge 
located above Prosper Portland’s owned property located at 1111 NW Naito Parkway and the adjacent 
parcel, together commonly referred to as the Broadway Bridge Site, in the River District and Downtown 
Waterfront Tax Increment Finance Districts, respectively (see an Aerial Map in Attachment A).  A portion 
of the Broadway Bridge Site is currently used by the City of Portland, Office of Management and Finance 
for use as a houseless Navigation Center.  It also allows Prosper Portland to request a modification of 
the easement, in the event unanticipated circumstances arise in the future related to future 
development of the Broadway Bridge Site (or otherwise).  

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT AND OUTCOMES 

The Broadway Bridge Site has been mostly vacant since acquisition in 1987, with occasional temporary 
uses for film production base camp, and construction-related parking.  Due to the property’s vacancy in 
the past, access onto the lot to access the Broadway Bridge was without hardship to Multnomah 
County.  However, a portion of the site is currently being used by the City of Portland, Office of 
Management and Finance for the Navigation Center.  As Prosper Portland continues to make available 
the Broadway Bridge Site to the City of Portland and to discuss future development plans with the 
Portland Housing Bureau for affordable housing, Multnomah County requested a recorded easement to 
ensure it has adequate future access and the means to maintain and operate the Broadway Bridge, 
located above the Broadway Bridge Site.  

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

The Broadway Bridge Site was acquired in 1987 as part of the 12th Amendment of the Downtown 
Waterfront Urban Renewal Plan for redevelopment of 31-acres in the River District and Downtown 
Waterfront TIF Districts.  While at one time the property was under a memorandum of understanding 
for development of market rate housing, that project was deemed infeasible and did not move forward. 

There have been no major uses on either lot until February 2019 when Prosper Portland leased the site 
to the City of Portland Office of Management and Finance to operate the Navigation Center serving 
individuals experiencing houselessness. 



Board Report – Access Easement to Multnomah County 
January 24, 2024 Page 2 of 2 

EQUITY IMPACT 

The Broadway Bridge is a major transportation hub for travel across the Willamette River for bus, 
streetcar, automobile, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic.  Multnomah County maintains the Broadway 
Bridge to ensure equitable access to all Portlanders, and access is necessary to continue providing 
regular maintenance and inspections. The easement has been determined to be unlikely to negatively 
affect the possible future use of the Broadway Bridge Site for affordable housing.  

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND FEEDBACK 

Staff did not conduct community participation specific to this action. 

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

There are no budgetary impacts related to this action, as the Access Easement is being provided at no 
cost to Multnomah County, which is responsible for all bridge maintenance and operations expenses. 

RISK ASSESSMENT 

There is no risk associated with this action, as there is already a no-building requirement under the 
bridge.  Longer term, both Prosper Portland and Portland Housing Bureau are aware of the need for a 
setback to accommodate Multnomah County's easement as part of future development.  If there were a 
future need for subsequent use or activity in the easement area, both parties will meet to negotiate a 
modification that allows the use and Multnomah County’s responsibilities to maintain and operate the 
bridge. 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Aerial Map 
B. River District and Downtown Waterfront Financial Summaries 
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AERIAL MAP 
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RIVER DISTRICT AND DOWNTOWN WATERFRONT FINANCIAL SUMMARIES 
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