
 
 

DATE: September 27, 2023 

TO: Board of Commissioners 

FROM: Kimberly Branam, Executive Director 

SUBJECT: Report Number 23-28 

Authorizing Issuance of a Use Permit to the City of Portland Bureau of Parks and 
Recreation for Use of a Storage Closet at the Nick Fish  

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

Adopt Resolution No. 7501 

This action by the Prosper Portland Board of Commissioners (Board) will authorize issuance of a use 
permit to the City of Portland Bureau of Parks and Recreation (PP&R) for the use of a 237-square foot 
storage closet owned by Prosper Portland at the Nick Fish, a mixed-use, mixed-income development 
with apartments and commercial space, located at 10550 NE Halsey Street, in the Gateway Regional 
Center Tax Increment Finance District (see an aerial of the Nick Fish in Attachment A).  The closet will be 
used for storage related to PP&R’s operation of Gateway Discovery Park, located adjacent to the Nick 
Fish building.  The term of the use permit (five years plus an optional five-year extension) exceeds the 
executive director’s signature authority necessitating Prosper Portland Board action. 

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT AND OUTCOMES 

The Nick Fish and adjacent Gateway Discovery Park deliver on multiple strategic objectives, most 
notably by creating vibrant communities and corridors; providing wealth creation opportunities for 
business owners; and delivering affordability and neighborhood solutions to a rapidly changing 
community. 

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT 

In 2008, Prosper Portland and PP&R jointly acquired a 4.2-acre site at the southwest corner of NE Halsey 
Street and NE 106th Avenue with the shared goal of developing a three-acre neighborhood park and one 
acre of complementary mixed-use development. After property acquisition, site preparation, and 
environmental remediation, Prosper Portland and PP&R worked with community members to design a 
master plan for the park and development site that was accepted by Portland City Council through 
Resolution 36849 on March 2, 2011.  

PP&R subsequently identified funding to complete park construction, including a $1,200,000 
commitment that the Prosper Portland Board authorized through Resolution No. 7077 on October 29, 
2014, and Resolution No. 7254 on November 8, 2017. Gateway Discovery Park opened on August 4, 
2018, bringing inclusive play and much-needed gathering areas to one of Portland’s most park-deprived 
neighborhoods, promoting and reinforcing the identity of Gateway as a family-friendly, multi-
generational, and multi-cultural place to live and work. 

The use permit outlines PP&R’s use of the storage closet located in the building for an initial period of 
five years, with an automatic renewal for an additional five years if PP&R is not in default of the 
agreement.  Prosper Portland’s Disposition and Leasing of Real Property, which was adopted by the  
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Prosper Portland Board on February 13, 2019, through Resolution 7301, provides the authority for the 
executive director to execute use permits up to two years; given the term of this use permit with PP&R, 
Prosper Portland Board approval is required. 

EQUITY IMPACT 

This action will allow PP&R to maintain and operate Gateway Discovery Park and deliver on their 
commitment of providing park access to the community. 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND FEEDBACK 

There was no community engagement for this action.  

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

Under the terms of the use permit, PP&R will pay an annual fee of $10 per square foot for use of the 
storage space ($2,370), which includes all Prosper Portland operating costs for the space (see the 
Gateway TIF District budget in Attachment B).   

RISK ASSESSMENT 

Approving this action does not create any risks for Prosper Portland.     

ATTACHMENTS 

A. The Nick Fish Aerial  
B. Gateway TIF District Budget and Forecast 
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THE NICK FISH AERIAL 
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GATEWAY TIF DISTRICT BUDGET AND FORECAST 

 


