PROSPER
PORTLAND

Building an Equitable Economy

DATE: December 13, 2023

TO: Board of Commissioners

FROM: Kimberly Branam, Executive Director
SUBIJECT: Report Number 23-41

Authorizing Execution of a Use Permit with the City of Portland for Operation of an
Outdoor Alternative Shelter Site at 84 NE Weidler Street

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION
Adopt Resolution No. 7513

This action by the Prosper Portland Board of Commissioners (Board) will authorize execution of a Use
Permit with the City of Portland (City) Office of Management and Finance (OMF) for the use of a Prosper
Portland-owned property located at 84 NE Weidler Street, commonly referred to as the B&K Lot, in the
Oregon Convention Center Tax Increment Finance District (see an Aerial Map in Attachment A). The lot
is currently being used as part of the City’s Streets to Stability, Safe Rest Villages Program as an Outdoor
Alternative Shelter designed to be welcoming for Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC)
individuals, and has been used as such since approximately July 1, 2021. OMF has requested to continue
use of the B&K Lot until June 30, 2027. Because of the aggregate length of the term of such occupancy,
Prosper Portland Board action is necessary for the Executive Director to enter into a Use Permit through
June 30, 2027.

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT AND OUTCOMES

Offering this lot to OMF as an Outdoor Alternative Shelter site helps to service the program’s mission to
provide alternative shelters that serve as improved points of entry for Portlanders on the continuum
from living on the street to finding stability in permanent housing. The Oregon Department of
Transportation (ODOT) has requested to use the property for staging, along with temporary and
permanent easements as part of the I-5 Rose Quarter Project but this use is not anticipated until June
30, 2027.

BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT

Prosper Portland acquired the B&K Lot as an improved surface lot in 2002 to develop low-income rental
housing in the Oregon Convention Center TIF District as well as the construction of homeownership
units for moderate income households. After acquisition, the building was demolished, leaving most of
the lot as a gravel unimproved lot. The lot was leased by the Crown Plaza Hotel for overflow parking
from June 2004 to June 2005. Since July 2005, the lot has been vacant.

Prior to the outdoor shelter moving to the B&K Lot, it was located on Prosper Portland-owned property
in the Central Eastside, known as the ODOT Blocks, for safe sheltering during COVID.



Board Report — B&K Use Permit
December 13, 2023 Page 2 of 2

EQUITY IMPACT

This site is an alternative shelter, designed to be supportive to members of the BIPOC community.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND FEEDBACK

While staff has not conducted public participation specifically related to this action, the City has engaged
the community to identify and secure sites.

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION

OMF has taken over all financial responsibility for the property and will continue to do so during the
term of the agreement. Longer term, the property is anticipated to be disposed for redevelopment and
to align with current ODOT, City, and community partners regarding the adjacent transportation and lid
improvements.

RISK ASSESSMENT

There is no risk associated with this action, as it complies with the timeline of ODOT and has reduced the
financial burden for Prosper Portland.
ATTACHMENTS

A. Aerial Map
B. Oregon Convention Center Financial Summary
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AERIAL MAP

84 NE Weidler Street, Portland, Oregon
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OREGON CONVENTION CENTER FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Financial Summary
Forecast
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