
  
 

  
 

This document represents the official meeting record of the March 9, 2022, Prosper 
Portland Board of Commissioners (Board) meeting held via Zoom due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The full video recording of this meeting can be found at:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QXC-jVcnOSE  

Call to Order and Roll Call 

 
Chair Gustavo Cruz called the Prosper Portland Board meeting to order at approximately 
3:03 p.m.  Pam Feigenbutz, Prosper Portland Board recording secretary, called the roll: 
 
Chair Gustavo Cruz  PRESENT  
Commissioner William Myers  PRESENT 
Commissioner Peter Platt   PRESENT 
Commissioner Serena Stoudamire Wesley ABSENT 
 
Chair Cruz read the following statement: “As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
need to limit in-person contact and promote social distancing, Prosper Portland is holding 
this meeting electronically as allowed by State law.  All members of the Commission are 
attending remotely by computer or phone.  Prosper Portland has provided access for the 
public to listen to the audio broadcast of this meeting (see above). The public can also 
provide written testimony to the Commission by emailing 
ProsperCommissioners@ProsperPortland.us” 
 
1. Commissioner Reports 

Commissioner Platt 
• Attended Business for a Better Portland Board meeting February 15 
• In capacity as Board Chair of Hacienda Community Development Corporation, toured 

the Port of Portland March 3 
• Chaired Hacienda Community Development Corporation Board meeting March 4 

 
Commissioner Myers 
 Nothing to report   

Chair Cruz 
 Nothing to report 

2. Executive Director Report 

 Shared Prosper Portland is highlighting the women-owned businesses, city and 
community leaders, and resources that continue to celebrate the role of women in the 
City of Portland during Women’s History Month 
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• Announced Prosper Portland is celebrating the grand opening of the historic Allen Temple CME 

Church on March 12 
• Stated Prosper Portland will open a new round of Community Livability Grants March 14 
• Noted Prosper Portland, through the Portland Film Office and in partnership with Travel Portland, is 

launching a post-production film grant March 15 
• Invited business owners and representatives to attend Greet and Grow March 15  
• Announced Prosper Portland released a Request for Proposals from individuals and/or firms to 

provide Community Outreach Navigator services and/or marketing support for the Community 
Outreach Navigator services 

 
3. Meeting Minutes 

Chair Cruz called for a motion to approve the February 9, 2022, Prosper Portland Board meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner Myers moved and Commissioner Platt seconded the motion. 
 
AYES:  Cruz, Myers, Platt 
NAYS:  None 
 

4. Public Comment for Items Not on Agenda 

Michael Harrison requested the City make additional investments to improve bicycle infrastructure.  
(See attachment 1.) 
 
REGULAR AGENDA 
 

5. Information Item: Update on Prosper Portland’s Entrepreneurship Programs 
 
Prosper Portland Staff presenting this item: 
Morgan Masterman, Project Manager l 
Yvonne Smoker, Project Manager l 
Amanda Park, Project Manager l 
 
Ms. Smoker provided an overview of the Inclusive Business Resource Network (IBRN) program, 
highlighted Mercatus initiatives and provided an example of an IBRN client’s journey from start to finish. 
 
Ms. Masterman reviewed the goals for advancing prosperity of small businesses, shared IBRN outcomes 
including revenue growth and job creation, and reviewed the results of the COVID-19 impact survey.   
 
Ms. Park shared Mercatus outcomes from the following three focus areas: 1.) Member Marketing and 
Exposure, 2.) Growth Pathways, and 3.) Community Building and Connections.  Ms. Park noted Mercatus 
grew 30 percent from 2019 to 2021 and expects the Mercatus to return with its ninth event in 2022. 
 
Ms. Masterman reviewed IBRN partners and noted Prosper Portland is issuing a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) seeking additional partners.  
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Ms. Masterman reviewed the RFP timeline noting the process will commence with small business focus 
groups, followed by an evaluation committee kickoff, and a community session.  Lastly, Ms. Masterman 
reviewed lessons learned. 
 
Ms. Masterman invited guests forward to testify 
 
Amalia Sierra, owner, Tierra del Sol, stated Mercatus provided her the support and tools she needed to 
empower herself.  IBRN partners helped her with a business plan and to procure a license.  Ms. Sierra 
has since opened at Portland Mercado with 20 employees. 
 
Kyikyi Momo, owner, Himalayan Dumplings, shared she is a Tibetan immigrant and was unable to afford 
consultation services.  She learned about and received services from Xxcelerate, and began to believe 
her dream was possible 
 
6. Information Item: Update on My Peoples Market 
 
Prosper Portland staff and guest presenting this item: 
Amanda Park, Project Manager l 
 
Ms. Park provided a brief history of My People’s Market (MPM) since its inception in 2017.   
 
Ms. Park invited guests forward to testify. 
 
Kamelah Adams, founder Mimi’s Fresh Tees, noted MPM is a beacon of diversity and inclusion.  She has 
developed friendships, and created community, noting vendors love the energy, the atmosphere, and 
that it feels like a safe place.   
 
Ms. Park reviewed numbers of participating vendors, sales, and attendees from the previous years as 
well as an upcoming opportunity to partner with the Public Library Association which is providing space 
at their Portland convention and expects over 300 attendees.  
 
7. Information Item:  Update on Inclusive Economic Development Strategy 

 
Prosper Portland staff and guest presenting this item: 
Andrea Gall, Project Manager ll 
Roger Gonzalez, Project Manager l 
 
Ms. Gall noted the Inclusive Economic Development Strategy (IEDS) is a citywide economic strategy.  The 
RFP to identify consultants to assist in this effort has been divided into four scopes: 1.) Project 
Management, Analysis & Planning, 2.) Inclusive Engagement & Communications, 3.) Equity & Inclusion 
Advisor, and 4.) Climate Resilience & Adaptation Advisor. 
 
Ms. Gall noted the evaluation committee will have five or more members, with at least two members 
being external. 
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Mr. Gonzalez continued by reviewing anticipated community engagement for the IEDS as follows: 1.) a 
Steering Committee convened by Mayor Wheeler, 2.) leadership roundtables, 3.) focus groups, and 4.) 
the broader public.  Mr. Gonzalez stated representation in each group will center racial equity. 
 
Mr. Gonzalez described the project timeline beginning with community engagement, followed by 
Prosper Portland Board and City Council engagement, strategy design, development, and 
implementation sometime in the year 2023. 
 
8. Adjourn 
There being no further business, Chair Cruz adjourned the Prosper Portland Board meeting at 
approximately 4:40 p.m. 
 

Approved by the Prosper Portland Commission on 

 
       
Pam Feigenbutz, Recording Secretary 

April 20, 2022
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