
This document represents the official meeting record of the January 27, 2016, Portland 
Development Commission (PDC) Board of Commissioners (Board) Budget Work Session held 
at 222 NW Fifth Ave., Portland, OR  97209.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation is 
included in these minutes as Attachment 1. 
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
Chair Tom Kelly called the meeting to order at approximately 1:04 p.m.  Gina Wiedrick, PDC 
Board recording secretary, called the PDC Board roll: 
 
Chair Tom Kelly PRESENT 
Commissioner Gustavo Cruz PRESENT 
Commissioner Aneshka Dickson PRESENT 
Commissioner Mark Edlen PRESENT 
Commissioner William Myers PRESENT 
 
CONVENE EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
12. The Executive Session is Held in Accordance with Oregon Revised Statutes 

192.660(2)(e) to Conduct Deliberations Concerning the Negotiation of Real 
Property Transactions 

 
At approximately 1:04 p.m. Chair Kelly adjourned the PDC Board Budget Work Session and 
read the following statement: “The PDC will now meet in executive session for the purpose 
of deliberating with persons designated by PDC to negotiate a real property transaction.  
The executive session is held pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(e).  Only representatives of the 
news media and designated staff will be allowed to attend the executive session.  All other 
members of the audience are asked to leave the room.  Representatives of the news media 
are specifically directed not to report on any of the deliberations during the executive 
session, except to state the general subject of the session as previously announced.  No 
decision may be made in the executive session.” 
 
ADJOURN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
At approximately 2:11 p.m. Chair Kelly adjourned the Executive Session and reconvened the 
PDC Board Budget Work Session. 
 
2. Review Agenda 
 
Tony Barnes, Budget Officer, gave a brief overview and reminded the PDC Board that this is 
a public meeting, but also a work session and questions and comments are welcomed at any 
time. 
 
Introduced Josh Harwood, City Economist with the City of Portland (City) Budget Office. 
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3. Budget Calendar and Overview 

Mr. Barnes gave an overview of where PDC is in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2016-17 budget process and 
upcoming dates of interest, making note of the presentations to Portland City Council (City Council) in 
April and May 2016. 
 
Commissioner Edlen asked who issues the line of credit.  Mr. Barnes responded that the City does. 
 
10. Stakeholder Testimony 
 
Chair Kelly called forward guests to testify. 
 
Sarah Stevenson, Executive Director at Innovative Housing, Inc., and a member of the Central City 
Budget Advisory Committee (Central City BAC).  Ms. Stevenson gave an overview of the requests made 
in the letter dated January 27, 2016, from the Central City BAC. 

4. Financial and Staffing Summaries 
5. Administrative Overhead 
 
Mr. Barnes gave an overview of budget trends. 
 
Executive Director Quinton stated that the Early Retirement Incentive Program letters were sent out to 
the staff that qualifies.  Jeff Fish, Human Resources Director, added that the deadline to respond is 
March 18, 2016.  Executive Director Quinton added that the cumulative reduction assumes two full time 
positions per year for the next 10 years. 
 
6. Goal 1: Create Healthy, Complete Neighborhoods Throughout Portland 
 
Lisa Abuaf, Central City Manager, and Charri Schairer, Neighborhood Manager gave an overview of the 
$145,000,000 budget. 
 
7. Goal 2: Access to High Quality Employment for Portland Residents 
 
Chris Harder, Economic Development Manager, gave an overview of the $8,300,000 budget and its focus 
on job creation.  Kate Deane, Community Economic Development Manager, focused her comments on 
the issue of workforce development. 
 
10. Stakeholder Testimony 
 
Chair Kelly called forward guests to testify. 
 
Brian Alfano, Vice President of Member Services at Unitus Community Credit Union, and a member of 
the Neighborhood Economic Development Leadership Group Budget Sub-Committee (NED Sub-
Committee).  Mr. Alfano gave an overview of the requests made in the later dated January 27, 2016, 
from the NED Sub-Committee. 

Andrew Wirth, Development Director at VOZ Workers’ Rights Education Project (VOZ).  Mr. Wirth gave 
an overview of the work VOZ does and the significant impact that the loss of funding would have on the 
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work center and on VOZ overall.  Loss of PDC funding would hamper VOZ’s overall fundraising efforts, 
weaken VOZ’s case for matching funds, as support from local government and community is a sign of 
organizational credibility. 
 
Yolanda Sandoval.  Ms. Sandoval read a letter from day laborer Eugene Wickersham in which he spoke 
in support of VOZ and its work; how VOZ helps day laborers obtain jobs, provides training, and a day 
center that provides a friendly and safe environment; and urged the PDC Board to continue to provide 
funding for VOZ. 

Romeo Sosa, Executive Director of VOZ, also urged the PDC Board to continue to provide funding for 
VOZ in the FY 2016-17 budget. 
 
Executive Director Quinton stated that the cuts being made to VOZ and also to SE Works is under the 
direction of City Council who asked for a five percent cut, but it is in no way an indication of the value 
and work that these organizations provide.  The PDC Board knows what the priorities of PDC are and 
there are ongoing commitments; PDC staff needed to look at what cuts could be made without a big 
impact on the projects that PDC is committed to moving forward.  PDC staff will have a conversation 
with Mayor Charlie Hales and City Council; this is just the beginning of the conversation.  Mr. Harwood 
added that the City Budget Office is supportive of more strategic cuts as opposed to across the board. 
 
8. Goal 3: Foster Wealth Creation within Communities of Color and Low-Income Neighborhoods 
 
Ms. Deane gave an overview of the $6,400,000 budget focusing on business lending, business 
development, and small and micro business technical assistance in the neighborhoods.  Mr. Harder gave 
an overview of the work in inclusive innovation and entrepreneurial ecosystem. 
 
9. Goal 4: Form 21st Century Civic Networks, Institutions and Partnerships 
 
Ms. Deane gave an overview of the $4,300,000 budget focusing on affordability and neighborhood 
solutions, and neighborhood capacity building. 
 
11. Goal 5: Operate an Equitable, Innovative and Financially Sustainable Agency 
 
Faye Brown, Chief Financial Officer, gave an overview of the $16,600,000 budget. 
 
13. Open Discussion / Direction 
 
Jillian Detweiler asked if there are programs that PDC staff can remove funding from and make those 
dollars available to fund organizations like VOZ.  Executive Director Quinton responded that if a 
conversation starts on dropping a cluster industry, for example, then those dollars and PDC staff can go 
to the new healthcare cluster.  PDC staff is always looking for creative ways to move funding around.  
This is merely the beginning of the conversation and it is not the final decision on cutting, but PDC staff 
does need to be more strategic about where the cuts are going to be made to meet the five percent cut 
City Council is mandating.  There will be multiple opportunities for the PDC Board to provide input from 
now until April when PDC staff will be submitting the proposed budget to City Council. 
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14. Adjourn 
 
There being no further business, Chair Kelly adjourned the PDC Board Budget Work Session at 
approximately 4:57 p.m. 

Approved by the Portland Development Commission on 
 

 
      
Gina Wiedrick, Recording Secretary 

June 8, 2016
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