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			April	ʹͶ,	ʹͲͳʹ		PDC	Board	of	Commissioners	Portland	Development	Commission	ʹʹʹ	NW	ͷth	Avenue	Portland,	OR		9͹ʹͲ9		Dear	PDC	Commissioners:		On	May	ʹ͵,	ʹͲͳͳ,	the	)nterstate	Corridor	Urban	Renewal	Advisory	Committee	ȋ)CURACȌ	sent	a	letter	to	the	PDC	Board	and	the	Portland	City	Council	requesting	that	the	Portland	Development	Commission	reinstate	the	funds	for	park	projects	removed	by	PDC	staff	from	)CURAC’s	forecasted	budget	for	fiscal	years	ʹͲͳͶ‐ͳͷ	and	ʹͲͳͷ‐ͳ͸.				)CURAC	members	were	greatly	disturbed	to	learn	that	funds	for	parks	projects	in	fiscal	years	ʹͲͳͶ‐ͳͷ	and	ʹͲͳͷ‐ͳ͸	had	been	totally	eliminated.			)n	previous	PDC	budget	documents,	parks	projects	in	)CURA	for	ʹͲͳͶ‐ͳͷ	were	forecasted	at	$ͷͲͲ,ͲͲͲ	for	parkland	acquisition	ȋthe	Kenton	and	(umboldt	neighborhoods	are	park	deficientȌ,	at	$ʹͲͲ,ͲͲͲ	for	Unthank	Park	renovations	ȋ$ͳ,͸ͲͲ,ͲͲͲ	for	this	project	was	also	eliminated	for	fiscal	year	ʹͲͳ͵‐ͳͶȌ	and	at	$ͷͲͲ,ͲͲͲ	for	small‐scale	projects.		Examples	of	small‐scale	projects	yet	to	be	accomplished	are	lighting	improvements	at	Overlook,	Trenton	and	Farragut	Parks;	playground	and	park	furnishing	improvements	at	Northgate	Park;	and	park	furnishing	improvements	at	Peninsula	Park.		The	parkland	acquisition,	Unthank	Park	renovation	and	small‐scale	projects	were	included	in	the	)CURAC	Gem	List.		At	the	)CURAC	meeting	held	last	Monday,	members	reviewed	the	proposed	ʹͲͳʹ‐ͳ͵	budget	for	)CURA	ȋdated	ͳ/͵Ͳ/ͳʹȌ	and	discussed	the	fact	that	funding	for	parks	projects	for	fiscal	years	ʹͲͳͶ‐ͳͷ,	ʹͲͳͷ‐ͳ͸	and	ʹͲͳ͸‐ͳ͹	remain	at	zero	dollars.		Members	present	at	the	meeting	discussed	re‐issuing	this	advice	for	further	consideration	by	the	PDC	Board	of	Commissioners	in	hopes	that	they	would	consider	reinstating	those	eliminated	funds.				Current	)CURAC	members	continue	to	hold	the	long‐standing	belief,	expressed	by	the	original	)CURAC	members,	in	the	value	of	improving	the	livability	of	the	neighborhoods	within	this	URA	through	various	means,	including	enhancing	the	natural	and	built	resources	of	its	parks	and	open	spaces.		We	believe	that	narrowing	the	focus	of	funding	to	projects	strictly	defined	as	ǲeconomic	developmentǳ	and	ǲjob	creationǳ	ignores	the	bigger	picture	of	this	URA	helping	to	create	healthy	neighborhoods	in	which	people	want	to	live	and	work	and	employers	want	to	create	
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and	grow	their	businesses.		A	number	of	current	)CURAC	members	participated	in	the	formation	of	the	URA,	and	have	long	been	committed	to	"the	promises	of	the	program."	With	the	new	PDC	"jobs"	focus	for	all	URA	T)F	funds,	perhaps	housing	projects	can	also	be	viewed	as	not	exceptionally	jobs‐related?	We	doubt	you	would	reach	that	conclusion.	We	think	that	parks	are	of	similar	importance.		Once	again,	we	thank	you	in	advance	for	your	consideration	to	an	issue	that	is	of	vital	concern	to	us.		Sincerely,			Chris	Duffy	Co‐Chair			Steve	Rupert	Co‐Chair	
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January 23, 2012 
 
Portland Development Commission 
222 N.W. 5th Ave. 
Portland, OR  97209 
 
Dear PDC Board Members, 
 
The Budget Subcommittee to the North Macadam Urban Renewal Advisory Committee 
has prepared this brief memo to accompany our priority matrix for the fiscal year 2012-
13 budget.   
 
 

North Macadam URA Budget Priorities: 

 
1.  Transportation Planning 

This line item was renamed “Transportation Planning” and broadened to include 
three transportation priorities rather than being dedicated solely to the South 
Portal project.  South Portal remains one of the three transportation priorities, but 
the timing of that project is uncertain due to the suspended status of the Lake 
Oswego Streetcar project.  The budget subcommittee agreed that the $400,000 in 
this line item should be available for project scoping and planning for the 
following three projects and requests that PDC and PBOT staff return to the full 
URAC this spring with a plan to program the funds among these priorities. 
 
A. South Portal:  PBOT should work with the URAC and other stakeholders to 

determine if the scope, design and timing of this project should be revised due 
to the suspension of the streetcar extension project to Lake Oswego.  
Specifically, the project should be designed around the significantly reduced 
amount of funding that will likely be available if the federally funded transit 
project is not part of the scope. 
 

B. Bond Avenue:  Now that Moody Street is close to completion, it is time to 
develop a final design, phasing and financing strategy for the construction of 
Bond Avenue north of SW Gibbs Street.  The first likely phase is north of the 
Ross Island bridge to the Marquam Bridge.  Phase two will likely be through 
the ZRZ barge operation from the Ross Island Bridge south to Gibbs Street.  

 
C. North End Bicycle and Pedestrian Improvements:  Major investments in 

bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure have been made or are under 
construction with the Moody Street cycle-track and TriMet’s new Willamette 
River Bridge.  However, these improvements end abruptly at the north end of 
the district at Sheridan Street.  Once the new OUS/OHSU Collaborative Life 
Sciences Building opens, there will be significant demand for better bicycle 
and pedestrian connections to downtown and the PSU Campus.  PBOT should 
develop a plan to improve these connections. 
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2. EcoDistrict Capital Funding 

The URAC budget subcommittee spent a lot of time discussing the South 
Waterfront EcoDistrict and potential URA funding for EcoDistrict related capital 
projects like district energy casings.  The committee agreed that these needs shall 
not be funded out of the transportation planning line items.  Further, there is no 
need for a dedicated EcoDistrict line item in the budget as the Property 
Redevelopment category is broad enough to allow PDC to participate financially 
in these capital projects when urgent opportunities arise such as the DE casings 
crossing Porter Street.  However, the full URAC would benefit from a 
presentation on district energy and integrated infrastructure planning and the 
planning work to date with property owners.   

 
 
Thank you and please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions about this 
memo or the matrix of budget priorities for the North Macadam URA. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brian Newman 
Tom Noguchi 
Larry Richards 
Mark Gregory 
Rick Saito 
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March 12, 2012 
 
Chair Andrews 
Portland Development Commission 
222 NW 5th Ave 
Portland OR 97209 
 
RE: 2012-13 River District Urban Renewal Budget Priorities 
 
Dear Chair Andrews: 
 
The River District Urban Renewal Advisory Committee has reviewed the PDC draft 
2012-13 Five Year Forecast Detail along with the River District budget priorities.  The 
River District focus continues to be to leverage our remaining limited TIF resources on 
catalytic redevelopment, infrastructure and job creation that in turn will continue to attract 
private sector investment for the neighborhood and the City.  With the declining scale of 
TIF investment, we must ensure that we use these resources carefully. 
 
Ensuring that the Business Investment Fund is well financed, the district can continue to 
offer business loans to help support and attract firms that bring potential significant 
revenue and job growth.  This remains the number one priority along with the continued 
effort of strategic site recruitment funding to ensure that we are looking both locally and 
nationally to attract potential tenants to PDC and private development sites in the district.  
Cluster Industry development focus has certainly had successes in the district and 
continues to be a priority, but this strategy needs to offer flexibility.  River District areas 
may not fit the Cluster focus, but we need to make sure that the PDC makes these 
important finance programs available on a case by case basis to businesses that are 
creating economic investment and jobs in the district, but may not be in a cluster 
industry.  This strategy also applies to the Centennial Mills redevelopment project as 
well. 
 
Under Property Redevelopment, the single most important strategic move for this 
district, the City and the region remains the acquisition of the Post Office Blocks.  
Allowing flexibility of these reserve funds for acquisition of these blocks over the next five 
years will ensure that we do not miss other opportunities in the district.  But when 
development of the Post Office blocks is feasible, this redevelopment site offers job 
creation, growth and development opportunities not seen by this City in the last decade.  
The opportunity to bring an urban campus for business and/or national level educational 
facility to the heart of Portland should be capitalized on.  
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The remaining priorities in the Property Redevelopment fund are also critical for the 
district.  Ensuring that the timing and allocation of the funds under the Commercial 
Property Real Estate Loan Program is focused remains the number one priority.  These 
funds along with the continued adequate funding of the Storefront and DOS programs 
will remain critical in the fragile sections of the River District that cannot afford full 
redevelopment, but look to activate ground floor vacancies along NW 3rd and 4th 
Avenues.  Continuing to strengthen the retail core along the west end in support of the 
recent significant investment remains a high priority as well.   
 
The Centennial Mills Redevelopment remains a significant priority.  Ensuring successful 
redevelopment of this site is critical to this section of the River District to truly complete 
the connection to the river and to help catalyze the development of the north end of the 
Pearl District. Completion of Centennial Mills has long been part of the community vision 
plan for the district and redevelopment of this site must meet all the broader public goals. 
This project will also help resolve the relocation of the Mounted Patrol Unit Horse Barn at 
the south end of this redevelopment.   
 
While the Portland Housing Bureau does not have any specific new development 
projects planned, ensuring funds available for the continued upgrades of existing 
infrastructure and affordable housing inventory will be important.  The original City 
Council Ordinance for the TIF Set Aside in 2006 was recently updated in 2011.  We ask 
that the Portland Housing Bureau continue to work with the River District to modify the 
proposed guidelines to offer flexibility to help ensure that housing goals are met in the 
district and specifically in Old Town Chinatown in both the rental market for workforce 
and student housing in the 60%-120% MFI as well as home ownership opportunities. 
Balancing the mix of low income housing between Old Town Chinatown and the Pearl 
District is critical to the overall health of the River District. 
 
Prioritizing the remaining River District TIF resources is a critical task for this district.  
2021 is not far away and what we do with these remaining resources will impact the 
district long after its expiration.  We must ensure to leverage every dollar for a maximum 
return and for the budget cycle for FY 2012-13, we feel that this has been accomplished.   
Thank you for the opportunity and consideration of the River District URAC priorities for 
the urban renewal resources for FY2012-13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patricia Gardner   Patrick Gortmaker 
Co-Chair, RD URAC   Co-Chair, RD URAC 
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